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StefanieBrendi
P0. Box 400 HaleiwaHI 96712

808-778-6740 RECEIVED

April2l,2009 taRt! 7oiM’tPI
Council ChairToddApo and ~
Membersof HonoluluCity Council Lint ~(J~}HAWAII
530 SouthKing Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
Fax:~3’~-6#*O1~S3sae

Subject: Bill 16

Supportfor ilaleiwa BusinessImprovementDistrict/Walkways

DearCouncilChairApe andMembersof the City Council:

I am writing this letter in supportof Bill 16 requesting$100,000for the Haleiwa BusinessImprovement
District projectto improve accessand safetyto the millions of visitors who cometo the North Shore as
well as for the residentsof the North ShoreandOahu. This project is recommendedin the North Shore
SustainableCommunitiesPlanandis supportedby many groups including the North ShoreNeighborhood
Board, KamehainehaSchools,Waialua Community Association,the North ShoreOutdoor Circle and
otheis. It is identified as the highestpriority in the “Made in Haleiwa Town” town plan dating backto
July 26, 1991,in which 340 residentsparticipated. In a recentsurveyof the town’s merchants,92% of all
the merchantswere in favor of continuouswalkways in the town citing safetyas the main reasonfor
needingwalkways.

The growth of traffic from both local andtourist activities in the Haleiwaareahas rapidly outgrownthe

existing facilities’ ability to provide safe methodsfor getting around on foot. The North Shore,and
especiallyHaleiwa, is avisitor destinationthat brings in almost 2.5 million visitors peryear,* and yet
thereare no walkways for visitors to safely walk on through this quaint, historic town while exploring,
shopping,andeating at the restaurants.Instead,thereare potholes,puddlesandtrip hazardsthat visitors
frequentlygethurt from.

The North Shore community needsinunediatehelp with this issue before somethingtragic happens.
Underthe currentcircumstances,pedestriansare forced to walk on the narrowshouldersof the roadways
or in the middle of the road creating a situation where drivers mustdodgethe pedestrians. People in
wheelchairsandbabiesin strollers mustgo onto the road sincethere are uneven,dirt shouldersthat are
difficult to traverse. In many places,shouldersare completelynonexistent,leaving pedestriansat an
extremerisk of injury from an unplannedclashwith an automobile.

Pleasevote to support this long-awaitedand highest-priority project sothat our secondmostpopular

tourist destinationon Oahubecomesvisitorfriendly andsafe.

I appreciateyour considerationof this request.

Sincerely,

StefanieBr dl
PresidentHawaii SharkEncounters

* DEBDT tack-onsurveysin 2003 and2005 show that 51% of all overnight Oahu visitors visited the

North Shore, Highest level.sof dissatisfaction(10%)werewith facilities.
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